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Success Story

CIVILIANS PROVIDED ACCESS TO AEOS 
TELESCOPE

The Air Force Office of Scientific Research (AFOSR), with additional 
funding from the National Science Foundation (NSF), recently established 
a program to enable civilian astronomers to use the 3.6-meter Advanced 
Electro-Optical System (AEOS) located at the Maui Space Surveillance 
Site on Mt. Haleakala, Hawaii.  Astronomers participating in this program 
provided credibility and validation of the superiority of the AEOS assets 
from an objective and knowledgeable vantage point. 



Additional information
To receive more information about this or other activities in the Air Force Research 
Laboratory, contact TECH CONNECT, AFRL/XPTT, (800) 203-6451 and you will be 
directed to the appropriate laboratory expert.  (01-DE-04)
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Accomplishment          
Five groups of astronomers from around the country made observations 
using the AEOS in the last 12 months.  Most of these astronomers have 
experience with adaptive optics systems at other observatories and share 
that experience with the Air Force (AF) research staff.  This 
scientific collaboration improved the performance of the AEOS 
telescope, with corresponding increases in the quality of data provided 
to the AF operational mission. 

The AFOSR and NSF designed the AEOS facility to allow unclassified, 
academic observers to occupy AEOS at the same time as observers 
working classified programs, with no relaxation of classified requirements. 
The data taken by these scientists is of extremely high quality and very 
useful to their programs. 

Background         
The NSF took the lead role in releasing a call for proposals as well as 
forming a peer review panel to choose proposals to fund.  During the first 
year of the program, the NSF received 25 proposals and funded 5.  Since 
the program began in 2000, the NSF funded a total of 14 proposals.  
Scientists from the first five funded programs made observations at 
AEOS. 

Shortly after initiating the astronomy program, the AFOSR and NSF 
established a similar program in atmospherics.  This program is currently 
in the process of setting up equipment for a measurement campaign that 
will last several years.


